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234 Journal of American Folk-Lore. 

Italian Folk-Lore Society. — In a private letter, Professor A. de Gu- 
bernatis states that by the month of November he expects to secure the five 
hundred subscribers necessary for the execution of his project of an Italian 
folk-lore society. In Calabria, Apulia, and Sardinia, especially, his appeal 
has been responded to. Her Majesty Queen Marguerita has particularly 
interested herself in these researches ; and the minister of public instruc- 
tion has issued a circular which recommends to professors and teachers the 
study of popular traditions. The society is to issue a journal, entitled 
" Rivista delle tradizioni popolari italiano," and also a series of volumes, 
to be known as " Biblioteca del folk-lore italiano." The annual subscrip- 
tion will be twelve lire ($2.40) ; members will be permitted to obtain vol- 
umes of the " biblioteca " at a reduction of fifty per cent. Local directors 
will be appointed in the various districts of Italy ; every three years a con- 
gress, entitled " Congresso Nationale dei Folkloristi italiani," will be held 
with a view of discussing questions which relate to Italian folk-lore. Sub- 
scriptions should be sent to Angelo de Gubernatis, Presidente Onorario, 
Professore nell' Universita di Roma, Rome, Italy. 



BIBLIOGRAPHICAL NOTES. 

NOTES ON PUBLICATIONS RECEIVED. 

In the next number of this Journal, notice will be taken of the imporr 
tant publications, in the field of American mythology and tradition, which 
have appeared during the past half year. At present it will be possible 
only to offer remarks on publications entitled to comment, dealing with 
other than purely American subjects. 

In a treatise entitled " Bohmische Korallen aus der Gotterwelt," Dr. F. 
S. Krauss discusses, in a humorous vein, apocryphal additions to the 
material of Slavic and Lithuanian mythology. " Bohemian corals " are 
imitations ; but, as the writer remarks, these imitations had a considerable 
value, until in latter days they have themselves become the subject of imi- 
tation. There is a manufacture of folk-lore, parallel to the production of 
primitive implements. In some cases these spurious additions have been 
the products of misunderstanding. An amusing case is the comment of 
an expert in Celtic tongues on the inscription " Encina," subscribed in un- 
cial characters on a Gallo-Roman statuette, or rather on the engraving 
of the statuette. The inquirer, connecting the word with the Old Irish 
" ec," death, presumed Encina to have been the designation of a Celtic 
Fate. In point of fact the name was the signature of the engraver. Among 
wholesale manufacturers of mythic material, Dr. E. Veckenstedt receives 
an apparently merited castigation. The latter has treated of eighty-two 
personages of Lithuanian mythology ; of these forty are said to have been 
taken from the unreliable work of Lasicki, the other forty-two to be " ori- 
ginal." Pretensions of Croatian and Bulgarian enthusiasts, anxious to 
exalt the antiquity and independence of their national life, are rebuked by 
Dr. Krauss. Of wider scope is the review of a work of Dr. G. Krek, pro- 



